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Background and aim
—

To identify the most harmful aspects of interparental conflict on child
adjustment, family relationships should be investigated from children’s
own perspective. Research with children raise ethical and methodical
concerns that require specific consideration, especially when they are
asked about sensitive topics. The aim of this poster is to increase the
knowledge-base on how children can be involved in research in ways
that are methodologically and ethically justified, by investigating how
children respond to participation in research on interparental conflicts.

Methods
]

Data were collected from the first 505 children attending the ongoing
Dynamics of Family Conflict-study. These families were recruited from
family welfare centers across Norway. Children both from families with
parents living apart and together are interviewed by trained
interviewers (7-11 years ) or answer electronic questionnaires (12-15
years) about family relationships and wellbeing with a particular focus
on interparental conflicts. By the end of the interviews and
questionnaires, the children report to how they experienced the
participation in regard to distress; relevance; contribution and
relevance. Answers are investigated in relation to child age, depression
symptoms, child perceived intensity of interparental conflicts (by
regression analyses), and family structure (One way ANOVA).

The table shows that younger children were
somewhat more likely to feel distressed, but also
experienced more interest, sense of contribution
and relevance of participation. Higher levels of
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Results
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Children's reactions to participation
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60 reported it to be quite true or certainly true that the  experienced participation as interesting and meaningful. Younger children were
50 questions were interesting and that they contributed more likely to perceive participation as meaningful and interesting. This may be
40 to helping other children by answering them. Nearly due to resgarch methods, as tlje younger children were interviewed face to face
30 70% replied in this way when asked whether the by.tramed interviewers. ThlS. did hoyvever not seem to prevent the younger
20 . e : children from distress associated with participation, as they were somewhat more
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still significant in the multivariate analyses.

No significant differences were found between
children in dissolved or intact families in their and age, depression symptoms and intensity of interparental conflicts. *p<.05; **p<.01
experiences with participation.

situations were children have unmet needs for help.
* All answers are visualized to increase reliability and help children keeping
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Depression symptoms was measured with Short Mood and Feeling Questionnaire (SMFQ); queStiOnnaireS in fUture waves Of data CO”eCtiOn

Conflict intensity was measured with the short version of the intensity scale from the
Children’s Perception of Interparental Conflict scale (CPIC).
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